CARA newsletter May 2007

Kingston Green Fair Tickets

One of the largest one-day events in
the calendar. 15,000 people descend
on the gardens for music, food,
alternative shopping and ideas.

Date: Bank Holiday Monday 28 May
2007, 11am until 8pm

Price: £5 adults, £3 concessions, £2
children, £10 families

CARA residents can obtain free tickets
but they HAVE to be pre booked by
20th May (after that the normal ticket
prices will apply). Contact Hugh
Scantlebury (Chair) (details page 4)

Hotel update

After the huge amount of interest
expressed at our open meeting held
last summer, CARA arranged for NHP,
the developer engaged in the above
proposals, to preview details of the
new and revised application that has
recently been submitted to the Royal
Borough of Kingston.

The event was a great success with
over 100 people attending throughout
the afternoon and evening sessions.

The plans include erection of a new
building on the eastern part of the site
around the EDF substation and facing
Skerne Road containing a 150
bedroom hotel and 151 flats, and the
erection of a second building with 219
flats.

The revised scheme includes 12 extra
three-bedroom and five extra four-
bedroom flats, in response to concerns
about accommodation for families, and
furthermore a day nursery is included
on the ground floor on the western
part of the site (Riverside). Twenty
one-bed shared ownership affordable
units are also included. The two towers
of the residential development remain
at 15 and 8 storeys in height, but the
overall height has been reduced by 2m
from the proposal submitted last year.
Furthermore, the side overlooking
Skerne Road has been reduced by up
to 4m to reduce concerns about
overshadowing.
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After reviewing comments from
residents which has been fairly evenly
for and against the new proposals, the
Committee has concluded that CARA
should not take a position on this
issue. Instead, we recommend that
residents make up their own mind and
comment as necessary back to RBK@
Planning Department (although the
revised proposals are yet to be
formally published by the Council)
Details on the CARA website.

In additional residents should direct
feedback to their local elected
representatives. Contact:

David Cunningham 020-8549-8111
david.cunningham @councillors.kingston.go
v.uk

Dennis Doe 020-8399-8841
dennis.doe@councillors.kingston.gov.uk

There has been universal support to
challenge the current proposals to
build out over the barge dock where
the Richmond Venturer is currently
moored. CARA has previously objected
to the proposals on the basis that
most parties feel it inappropriate to
build out over the river.

We will keep you informed of
progress...

comments from many local interested
parties. After much debate, the
Council elected to re-do the
consultation exercise in April 2007.

On this occasion 3 main options were
offered:

1. Do nothing

2. Introduce restricted parking roughly
along the lines previously proposed
between Creed Miles and Richmond
Road

3. Augment the restricted parking
proposals by adding new yellow lines
and a series of passing spaces
between Creed Miles and 1/2 Mile
Tree.

At the time of going to press, the
results of this consultation have not
been published.

Lower ham Road Update

Many readers will recall a request from
local residents at our 2005 AGM to
introduce parking restrictions on Lower
Ham Road to deter all day parking and
open up the road for safer use by
visitors, cyclists and pedestrians.

After comments were passed to RBK, a
consultation exercise was undertaken
by the Council in 2006 which resulted
in a decision being made to introduce
restrictions to deter all day parking by
town centre visitors. However, these
proposals in turn generated a surge of

2007 CARA Community Grant
Programme

The 2007 CARA Community Grant
Programme has been created to invest
in projects which underpin the aims
and objectives of CARA to protect and
enhance amenities within the area for
all residents and users.

A wide range of groups can apply for
grants including charities, voluntary
and community groups, social
enterprises and sports projects. We
expect most of the grants we make to
be in the region of £500.

If you are interested in applying,
please complete the simple outline
proposal form which can found on our
website.



Farewell to Westfare

After 21 years Barry & Shilpa have
closed Westfare fine foods. They would
like to say a big than you to friends
and locals for their support and
friendship. A new cafZ/bakery will be
opening soon.

Launching the Pavilion lunch
club

The Pavilion is starting a weekly lunch
club, in conjunction with Age Concern,
starting on Friday 8th June between
11-3pm. Hot food and activities, like
dance and table tennis are planned.
Anyone over 60 will be most welcome.
Volunteer helpers are also need to
support this club.

If you are able to donate any sports
equipment the Pavilion would be most
grateful. Contact Trevor.

Crime warning

As the summer approaches please
take extra care in ensuring sheds and
garden gates are locked when not in
use, do not leave windows open when
you leave home and secure bicycles.

Trevor Willis has four shed alarms free
on first come first served basis.
Contact details on page 4

If you are planning a holiday over the
summer you can inform the
Community Police who will keep an
eye on your property. Tel: 020 8721
2580

Community Policing

The next Safer Neighbourhood
committee, organised by the Police,
will be held on 22nd May 8pm, at the
Hawker centre. Please attend and have
your say regarding any problems in
your area or street and what you
would like to see police doing D it@
your police force so have your say.

In addition, there is Community Panel
meeting, covering Tudor and Canbury,
on 23rd May 6pm Hawker Centre. Six
volunteers are needed. The committee
meet four times a year to advise police
on the needs of the community.

Police will be equipped with hand held
laser speed guns, from July, which will
be deployed in the CARA area to
combat the issue of speeding in our
streets

Thanks!
Pat Mackay

Pat Mackay has decided to take a well-
earned break from the CARA
committee. Pat has been a real
champion of Lower Ham Road -
anyone going along by Canbury
Gardens in the past couple of months
will have appreciated the lovely display
of spring flowers along the verge. The
composting area has been fenced off
and tidied up, there are litter and
recycling bins and the road is cleaned
much more regularly. All this is
thanks to Pat® great efforts over the
past few years, constantly talking to
the council and refusing to be deterred
by red tape.

We owe her a real debt of thanks and
hope to welcome her to future CARA
events - especially the next CARA bulb
planting session, which for once she
won® have to organise!

Volunteers, anyone?
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Bodo von Broen

It is also with regret that we will also
be bidding farewell to another very
good and long serving CARA
Committee member in the Summer.

Bodo has worked hard for over ten
years actively campaigning on key
issues affecting the neighborhood with
a special emphasis on matters relating
to commerce and the environment.
Besides being "Mr BBQ" - Bodo was
the key man in organising the hugely
successful annual CARA gathering; he
has been committed in representing
residents interests on the Kingston
Town Centre Management Committee
and with various Thames Landscape
Strategy projects.

Bodo has always exhibited a unique
sense of humour and his presence will
be sorely missed by all. We wish him
well in his new life in Essex and would
like to take this opportunity to thank
him for his hard work in support of the
local community.

Membership

Whether a member of CARA or not,
everyone in the CARA area who
receives our newsletters can attend
our public committee meetings and of
course is very welcome to give us
comments and feedback.

The more members we have, the
greater is our voice, and your support
is greatly appreciated. If you are not
already a member and would like to
join, please contact Penny D&ouza.

New committee members

The departure of two committee
members means that we need
replacements.

¥ Do you care about the area
where you live?

¥ Do you want to play an active
role in safeguarding its future?

¥ Do you want to get to know
more people in the CARA area?

If yes, please consider joining the
committee. We meet every 6-8 weeks
at Canbury Pavilion. Contact Hugh
Scantlebury (Chair) for further detalils.

CARA Summer BBQ b diary
date

Come along to the annual event for
local residents - a great opportunity to
meet other people from the area.

Date: Sunday 15th July, 12.00pm
Note new venue: Canbury Pavilion

Tickets: from a CARA committee
member or on the door.

£5 per adult, children free - Price
includes food and one drink.

Contact Details
www.CaraKingston.org

Hugh Scantlebury 07812 027 244
cara.kingston@googlemail.com

Penny D&ouza 8549 5331
pennydsouza@blueyonder.co.uk.

Trevor 07889 731 264
trevorwillis@london.com



